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What a year it has been! Despite the difficulties and challenges 
faced in 2020, we are excited to take this moment to look 
back on our significant achievements as well as unearth our 
monumental goals that will guide our efforts for the year ahead. 

Our pursuit to protect the oceans, beaches and waves, for 
all people, has come a long way. Together, we’ve reached 
great environmental heights—from local Single-Use Plastics 
Regulations to pushing the envelope on federal action on 
plastics. The dawn of this year provides us with an opportunity 
to look back on all we have achieved—and how much more we 
need to do to stem the tide on the plastics crisis.

We’re especially grateful for the assistance of each and every 
one of you and for your commitment to the health of the ocean, 
beaches and waves. We thank you for your sustained support, 
which is crucial to creating an Ocean Friendly Corridor on the 
Pacific Rim. Together, we are powerful, and we will continue to 
create waves of change in 2021 and beyond!

If you’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities, current 
programs and campaigns, our office at the Botanical Gardens 
is always open to set up a meeting or drop in for a quick hello! 

Sincerely, 
The Team

Message from the team



Surfrider Pacific Rim is a non-profit environmental organization 
dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of the world’s oceans, 
beaches, and waves, for all people, through a powerful activist 
network. The Surfrider Pacific Rim Chapter is based out of Tofino 
and Ucluelet on the central west coast of Vancouver Island, and 
has three main focuses:
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Eliminating single-use and 
unnecessary plastics

Materializing a localized 
circular economy 

Engaging youth, businesses, the 
public and all levels of government 
in ocean-friendly initiatives 
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If the world is to be healed 
through human efforts, I am 
convinced it will be by ordinary 
people, people whose love for 
this life is even greater than 
their fear.
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 - Joanna Macy, Active Hope

Plastics
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Forget the Foam coastal victory! Working with the District of Tofino and 
District of Ucluelet on the Single-Use Plastic Regulation, which banned 
polystyrene take-away containers in 2020 alongside plastic straws and 
bags.

67 businesses have signed on to support our Take Back the Tap cam-
paign.

We launched a citizen science data-collection program in partnership 
with the Marine Debris Tracker app and have supported our community 
to undertake socially distant beach cleans, recording a whopping 20,659 
items between April and December 2020! The top trend for solo beach 
cleans is FOAM FRAGMENTS - this type of pollution is pervasive on 
our coastline and accounts for just under a third of all items recorded 
by solo beach cleaners.

As an emergency response to the proliferation of litter on beaches during 
this summer’s tourism season, we instigated “Flash Clean Fridays” en-
couraging locals and visitors alike to dedicate 5-15 minutes every Friday 
to cleaning the beach. Unlike our typical clean ups, where most of the 
debris we find has been washed in from the ocean (buoys, foam, rope, 
microplastics etc), the vast majority of the litter we were removing on 
these cleanups was dropped in situ by beach users, including a whop-
ping 1288 single use items. The single biggest pollutant collected on 
these cleanups was CIGARETTE BUTTS.

We were also given special permission by the Ahousaht First Nation to 
undertake two days of remote cleanups on Vargas island in September. 
2 days, 11 volunteers, 8.5km of shoreline scoured, 810kg of debris 
removed! All of this debris will be transported to Ocean Legacy 
Foundation for recycling, ensuring that the material retains maximum 
value and does not simply re-enter the ecosystem.

2020 highlights

Nicole Holman Photography

https://www.instagram.com/nicole.holmann/
https://www.nicoleholmanphotography.com/


4

   A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 2 0
surfrider pacific rim

Education

Outreach

On February 20-21 2020, Ucluelet Secondary Surfrider Youth Club 
along with Surfrider Pacific Rim hosted the FIRST EVER Surfrider 
Youth Conference! Over 100 high school students from Kyuquot, Diti-
daht, Ahousaht, Victoria, Vancouver, Tofino and Ucluelet came togeth-
er to get informed, inspired, and empowered to lead systemic change!

USS Surfrider youth club won the prestigious Wavemaker Award for 
their outstanding contribution to the protection of the ocean, beaches, 
and waves.

We partnered with the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District for the 
Transparent Waste Education Program, educating the Pacific Rim 
about proper waste management and supporting with waste diver-
sion services.

Empowered by the learning and opportunities offered by the youth 
conference, Kyuquot school students lead their first remote cleanup 
of Atkis and Spring islands.

In the last two years, more than 700 new students have been educat-
ed through the Youth Environmental Stewardship Program.

Creation of an Ocean Friendly Resource Portal on our new website 
with DIY Surfrider Pacific Rim programs and campaigns to scale our 
efforts beyond the borders of our community!

We presented at multiple conferences, including the 2020 IMPACT 
Sustainability in Tourism Conference as well as the 2020 Green Living 
Show. This includes disseminating information about the great strides 
being taken by our region to address plastic pollution. 

The 5th annual Short Film Festival, which was held virtually for the first 
time ever! This was also our most successful year yet, with 330 tickets 
sold with approximately 500 viewers from all over North America.

Remaining dedicated to growing our partnerships with fellow non-prof-
it organizations, such as: Ucluelet Aquarium, Tribal Parks, Clayoquot 
Action, Friends of Clayoquot Sound, Central West Forest Society, Emer-
ald Sea, Raincoast Education Society, Strawberry Isle Marine Research 
Society, and Ocean Legacy.

Circular Economy
850K cigarette butts collected and recycled through the Hold On To 
Your Butt  Campaign, which is dedicated to eradicating cigarette pollu-
tion on the west coast, which is the number one item littered in public 
areas, including beaches.

15 new businesses registered as Ocean Friendly Businesses across 
the Pacific Rim in 2020, bringing the total number of registered busi-
nesses to 45! 20 types of plastic products and packaging items were 
eliminated from business operations in 2020 across 15 businesses.

1.5 tonnes of wetsuits were recycled through our wetsuit reincarnation 
program!

highlights2020
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Take back the tap
Single-use plastic water bottles are the most commonly collected 
consumer item in remote areas on the west coast. Surfrider 
Pacific Rim's new campaign, Take Back the Tap, is working to 
address this by working with businesses to support them in 
voluntarily eliminating  single-use plastic water bottles under 1.5L. 
The goal is to have this item added to both District’s Single-Use 
Item Regulation bylaws.

Ocean friendly business
The Ocean Friendly Business Campaign works to register 15 new 
businesses in Tofino and Ucluelet each year as Ocean Friendly, 
by assisting them in transforming their current operations to 
eliminate unnecessary plastics, divert waste from landfill, and 
adopt regenerative practices. Resources, innovative ideas, and 
best practices developed through this campaign are shared with 
the entire business community in the Pacific Rim.

Hold on to your butt
The Hold On To Your Butt Campaign aims to raise awareness 
about the environmental impact of cigarette butt litter in the 
oceans, waves and beaches, as well as lower the amount of 
pollution occurring through our cigarette butt recycling program. 
Our ultimate goal is to eliminate cigarette butt litter in Tofino, 
Ucluelet and beyond. 

   A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 2 0
surfrider pacific rim

campaigns

Following our Forget the Foam, Straws Suck and Ban the Bag 
victories, we’re now working to eliminate plastic and bioplastic 
cutlery on the west coast, which cannot be recycled or composted 
and ends up in the landfill or polluting ecosystems.

cut the cutlery

Campaigns have the goal of influencing a decision by a governing body that 
protects the coastal and ocean environment, improves coastal access, or both.
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programs

LYBC
We can’t clean our way out of the plastic pollution crisis - 
however, the data we collect on beach cleans is the first step 
towards tackling this issue at the source; by analyzing the de-
bris we find not only do we get a sense of which items are 
the biggest offenders, we also amass compelling evidence to 
advocate for systemic change on this issue.

On the Pacific Rim, we organize three types of beach cleans: 
local clean-ups, surf competitions and beach events, as well 
as remote shoreline clean-ups. 

YES
Young people are the future, and the way we treat our envi-
ronment today will directly affect their quality of life as adults. 
With that in mind, Surfrider Pacific Rim has developed a pro-
gram designed to educate, inspire, and empower young peo-
ple to step up as leaders in their community, instigating much 
needed changes for a sustainable future.

wetsuit reincarnation
A local company is recycling wetsuits and Relic Surf Shop, 
Surf Sister and Pacific Surf School are accepting unusable 
suits again! Creating a local end-of-life solution for wetsuits is 
a massive step towards achieving our long term goal of local-
izing this circular economy program!

RAP
Rise Above Plastics (RAP) program is focused on the impacts 
of plastics in the marine environment by raising awareness 
about the dangers of plastic pollution and by advocating for 
a reduction of single-use plastics and the circular manage-
ment of all plastic products and packaging.

Programs create awareness about an issue, educate people about an issue, 
and/or collect data on an issue.
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plastics circular economy education outreach
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monumental goals for

20212021
Continuing the Take Back the Tap 
Campaign in partnership with Tla-
o-qui-aht First Nation Tribal Parks, 
which has the goal of eliminating 
single-use plastic water bottles for 
sale and distribution in the Pacific 
Rim. This includes increasing public 
access to freshwater by installing 
multiple new water dispensers and 
accompanying signage in Tofino 
and Ucluelet.

Adding plastic and bioplastic cut-
lery to both the District of Tofino 
and District of Ucluelet’s Single-Use 
Plastics Regulations.

If permitting with the pandemic, 
we'll continue to focus our shore-
line cleaning efforts in remote areas 
of Clayoquot and Barkley Sound, 
including the trips to the Broken 
Group Islands, George Fraser Is-
lands, Hot Springs Cove, Vargas 
Island, Bartlett and Blunden Island, 
Meares Island, Clayoquot Island 
and Flores Island.

Work in partnership with Tribal 
Parks and the Districts of Tofino 
and Ucluelet to remove un-en-
capsulated styrofoam floatation 
devices from docks on the West 
Coast, and have this material 
banned from use.  

We are working on a new textile 
recycling system for the West 
Coast in partnership with Sonbird 
Refuse and Recycling and the 
ACRD to divert this waste stream 
from landfill.

In 2021, Aftanas is creating a 
cigarette surfboard out of butts 
collected locally, and we’ll continue 
to advocate for residents and 
businesses to recycle cigarette 
butts free of charge by dropping 
loads off at both Sonbird depots!

Installing LYBC signage at District 
of Ucluelet beach entrances, which 
will encourage visitors to conduct 
their own beach cleans.

Supporting waste diversion efforts, 
education and engagement on 
the west coast with the Alberni-
Clayoquot Regional District, which 
is motivated to divert waste from 
landfill, keep materials in use, and 
lower local plastic pollution.

Creating a Coastal Ambassador 
visitor pledge, which visitors will 
sign, agreeing to pack out what 
they pack in and to do their own 
#5minutebeachclean and log their 
data.

Scaling out our citizen science 
beach clean program with the Ma-
rine Debris Tracker App; capturing 
more data to strengthen our efforts 
to address plastic pollution at the 
source.

If permitting with the pandemic, we 
will continue to partner with surf 
competitions and beach events, 
supporting visitor education and 
waste reduction / diversion.

Strengthening the connection be-
tween the plastics pollution and cli-
mate change, and how the adoption 
of a circular economy can address 
these crisis while supporting us to 
build back better from the pandem-
ic.

Making the west coast a leader in 
the pursuit to end plastic pollution. 
This includes mentoring 2 coastal 
communities in 2021 and support-
ing their efforts to become Ocean 
Friendly. 
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 Surfrider Pacific Rim received a three-year System Change Grant from 
Vancouver Foundation for the Ocean Friendly Corridor scale project, 
which commenced in 2019. This project is addressing plastic pollution 
on the Pacific Rim by challenging the roots of this issue by eliminating 
all single-use plastic takeaway packaging, implementing circular 
economic practices, as well as working with youth, businesses, and 
local governments to enact positive change for the western coastline 
of Vancouver Island.

A wildlife corridor is a link of wildlife habitat, generally native vegetation, 
which joins two or more larger areas of similar wildlife habitat. Corridors 
are critical for the maintenance of ecological processes including 
allowing for the movement of animals and the continuation of viable 
populations. So, we reflected on wildlife corridors and how they facilitate 
greater protection of species and realized how this approach can also 
be translated into a coastal protection context.

By having larger regions become Ocean Friendly, we are able to ensure 
greater protection of the shared coastline - just as animals know 
no boundaries, coastal and oceanic systems know no boundaries. 
One region’s industries, policies, educational institutions, business 
community, residents, and visitors have an inevitable impact on other 
regions - especially ones that are close by. Through scaling our efforts, 
we’re creating an Ocean Friendly Corridor between Tofino and Ucluelet 
that is free from single-use plastic takeaway packaging and shifting 
towards a circular economy!

8

creating an

   A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 2 0
surfrider pacific rim

ocean friendly corridor
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Surfrider Pacific Rim cultivates a unique and innovative 
space where our volunteers can grow as environmental 
leaders. Volunteers may start their volunteer journey at a 
beach clean, and through Surfrider Foundation University 
and other training opportunities, they will go on to lead 
projects, campaigns, committees, and even join the 
Executive Committee. Our theory of change is based on the 
idea that if we grow environmental capacity on the ground 
in communities by training and investing in a collective of 
individuals, we will create the political will necessary to 
increase support for pollution prevention, coastal protection, 
and environmental awareness provincially, nationally, and 
internationally. Through this approach, we also facilitate a 
pathway for volunteers to positively influence businesses, 
industries, and educational institutions, as Chapter initiatives 
also seek to make changes in these sectors.  
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volunteer

Volunteer: Surfrider Pacific Rim Volunteer Opportunities
 
or contact us at volunteercoordinator@pacificrim.surfrider.org
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Our work is made possible by individuals as all as public and private entities who believe in and see the effectiveness of our efforts and the 
lasting impact made for the ocean, beaches and waves. We’re always on the lookout for aligned sponsors and partners who can support our 
programs, campaigns, and operations with cash and in-kind support. 

By donating, sponsoring or partnering with Surfrider Pacific Rim, you’ll be supporting us in bringing our Ocean Friendly Corridor vision to 
fruition, which encompasses making the west coast a national leader in the pursuit to end plastic pollution.

To learn more, email lwoodbury@canada.surfrider.org or visit https://www.pacificrim.surfrider.org/donate
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& opportunities
sponsorship

partnership
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Sea Wench Naturals
Long Beach Lodge Resort
Vancouver Foundation
Surfrider Foundation Vancouver
Surfrider Foundation Vancouver Island
Tofino Yoga
Clayoquot Action
Friends of Clayoquot Sound
Jamie’s Whaling Station
Ocean Legacy Foundation
District of Tofino
District of Ucluelet
Tofino Time
Tuff City Radio
Ucluelet Aquarium
Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District
Claire Watson
Tofino Brewing Company

Westerly News
CSA Surf Canada

Patagonia
Clayoquot Biosphere Trust

SonBird
Kingsley Trucking

Vans
The Wickaninnish Inn

Far West
Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation Tribal Parks

Pacific Rim National Park Reserve
Keltsmaht Enterprises

Synergy Enterprises
Tseshaht First Nation Beach Keepers

Maaqutusiis Hahoulthee Stewardship Society
BC Parks

Central West Coast Forest Society
Tourism Vancouver Island
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Partners & Donors
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thank you
we are stoked to go forward making waves of changes with you!
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